Recommitment to the Ideals of the Declaration of Independence

In Hartford, July 4, 2026

The 169 cities and towns of Connecticut declare unanimously to recommit to the ideals
of the Declaration of Independence:

Everyone is created equal. No one is born with a natural right to rule over anyone else.

All of the people of Connecticut have inalienable rights, namely life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. These rights cannot be justly taken away.

Governments get their power from the people. We elect leaders who represent our
interests, and by participating in our democracy, we consent to be governed by those
who we choose.

If a government stops protecting the people’s rights and starts abusing its power, the
citizens have the power to change the government or start a new one to protect and
advance their safety and happiness. These changes should not be undertaken for minor
or fleeting causes, but should be used to fight against absolute despotism.

The United States of America was founded on these principles, and we continue to
believe in the principles of a free democracy of, by, and for the people.
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