
Teaching the 250th 
in Connecticut:

Educator Resources



About the 250th

In 2026, the United States will commemorate the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence and the founding of the
country. It is an opportunity for reflection on the ideals of the nation's
founders and a time to consider the path forward in expanding our
realization of those ideals today.

The America 250 | CT Commission, administered by CT Humanities, is
charged with guiding the reflections, commemorations, and celebrations
in Connecticut.



250 Themes



The 250th serves as inspiration to deal with and share stories
that represent all of its people, past and present. This
commemoration is an opportunity to continue the nation’s
reckoning with the past, both its glory and its missteps and
flaws. By telling previously untold stories we will enable
everyone to find a place in our nation’s narrative.

America 250 | CT Themes: Tell Inclusive Stories

Essential Questions
What stories remain untold in your community? 

Whose voice has been heard in the past? 
How is this an opportunity to lift other voices?



Connecticut is comprised of 169 towns and cities, five recognized tribes,
and countless communities with unique identities and contributions.
Community-based activities will allow each of Connecticut's towns and
cities to define their own programs and ideas about how they can
engage their residents.

America 250 | CT Themes: Power of Place

Essential Questions
What makes your community unique? 

What places and stories are typically preserved and valued? 



To renew public engagement with history, the public must be invited to
participate in the process of doing history. Inviting audiences to engage with
the historical method can help them become more comfortable with the
ambiguous, contested, and always-evolving nature of history.

America 250 | CT Themes: Doing History

Essential Questions
How is history different from "the past"?
What primary sources are available? 

Where do we find sources for previously untold stories? 
Who holds knowledge in different communities and how is it shared?



We will encourage civic engagement to continue to build our communities,
state, and nation using the democratic ideals outlined in our founding
documents. Discussions about our democracy and civic institutions can
strengthen understanding, inspire action, and reveal ways that all of us can
participate in and shape our democracy.

America 250 | CT Themes: For the Common Good

Essential Questions
How can understanding the origins of our government inform 

civic engagement today?
How do we determine who is an American?



Educator Resources



Local History Project

https://ct250.org/learn-
more/resources/educator-resources/

Guides Available For:
Educators
Historical
Societies
Local Committees 

https://ct250.org/learn-more/resources/educator-resources/local-history-project/
https://ct250.org/learn-more/resources/educator-resources/local-history-project/


 Educator Resources Page

https://ct250.org/learn-
more/resources/educator-resources/

https://ct250.org/learn-more/resources/educator-resources/
https://ct250.org/learn-more/resources/educator-resources/


Lesson Plans

Time Allotment

Learning Objectives 

Standards 

Materials

Step-by-Step Procedure 

Opportunities for Assessment

Images and Additional Resources

Lesson Plans Download Options 



BENEDICT ARNOLD AND ABIGAIL HINMAN
Theme- Doing History

Students will compare the nature of
the historical evidence available for
different parts of Arnold's and
Hinman's stories.
Students will analyze how different
representations (like a painting) can
shape our understanding of historical
figures and events. 
Students will consider the importance
of examining multiple perspectives
and types of sources.



LEMUEL HAYNES-Freedom and Liberty in 1776
Theme- For the Common Good

Students will analyze the
foundational ideals of freedom and
liberty articulated in 1776 by
examining diverse perspectives,
such as those presented in the
Declaration of Independence and
by Lemuel Haynes. 
Students will assess how the
competing interpretations of
freedom and liberty in 1776 highlight
enduring issues in American history
related to justice, equality, and
representation



Additional Resources:

https://ct250.org/learn-
more/resources/educator-resources/

Field Trips/Classroom Outreach
Connecticut Museum of Culture and History

Mark Twain House

New Haven Museum 

Institute for American Indian Studies

Mattatuck Museum

Mystic Seaport

Fairfield Museum

Connecticut Democracy Center

Programs

https://ct250.org/learn-more/resources/educator-resources/
https://ct250.org/learn-more/resources/educator-resources/


Teach It

Activities that link local events to national
events so students can understand the
state’s contributions that shaped our

community, history, and heritage.

http://www.teachitct.org

http://www.teachitct.org/


Connecticut History

Your Home For Stories About
Connecticut

People, Traditions, Innovations, & Events
making up the rich history of the Nutmeg

State

http://www.connecticuthistory.org

http://www.connecticuthistory.org/


Contact Info

Khalil Quotap
kquotap@cthumanities.org

Misa Giroux
mgiroux@cthumanities.org

Teach It 

Connecticut History


